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Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated . 
herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information 
be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be 
made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue 
therefrom. The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement and the enclosed PTO Form No. 
1449, shall not be construed as an admission that the information cited is prior art, or is 
considered to be material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). The paragraphs 
marked below are applicable. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 



Sir: 
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A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language references, is being 
submitted herein in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a)(3): 

JP 57-1 31 840 A 

This document discloses an engine control apparatus arranged to stop an engine during 
deceleration of a vehicle, and to place the engine in a decompression state, for increasing an 
amount of regeneration of an electric energy. 

JP 10-169479 A and JP 8-338283 A 

These documents show an engine control apparatus arranged to place one of two banks 
of cylinders in a non-operated or decompression state. 

JP 2000-97068 A 

This document discloses a hybrid vehicle wherein an amount of regeneration of an 
electric energy and an amount of engine braking are controlled depending upon a required 
degree of deceleration of the vehicle and an amount of electric energy stored in an energy 
storage device. 

JP 10-220262 A 

This document discloses an engine control apparatus arranged to change the number of 
cylinders placed in the operating state, depending upon a required amount of engine braking. 

JP 11-182275 A 

This document shows an engine control apparatus arranged such that a clutch 
connected to a variable-cylinder engine is placed in a slipping state, to absorb a variation in the 
engine output torque upon a change in the number of the cylinders placed in the operating 
state. 

JP 2000-134718 A and JP 8-237806 A 

These documents show a hybrid vehicle wherein a drive axle is disconnected from an 
engine during deceleration of the vehicle involving a regenerative braking operation. 

JP 11-350995 

This document discloses a hybrid vehicle wherein a difference between output torque 
values of an engine in an all-cylinder operating state and a partial-cylinder operating state is 
eliminated by controlling an assisting torque or an amount of regeneration of an electric energy 
generated by an electric motor. 
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JP 6-31 9206 A 



This document discloses a hybrid vehicle wherein an amount of regeneration of an 
electric energy is controlled according to a required amount of deceleration of the vehicle, and 
an engine braking torque and a hydraulic braking torque are controlled by the speed ratio of an 
automatic transmission, and wherein a regenerated electric energy is consumed by a resistor 
when an electric energy storage device is charged with a large amount of electric energy. 

JP 10-004607 A 

This document shows a hybrid vehicle wherein clutch 5 is placed in a slipping state 
during a regenerative braking operation. 

JP 59-01 31 53 A 

This document shows a vehicle wherein a transmission is placed in a disconnected state 
upon falling of an engine speed below a threshold value during a partial-cylinder operating state 
of the engine, to prevent a stall of the engine. 

* * * * 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to review, and to mark as considered, the 
references listed on the attached form PTO-1449, to make said references of record in the 
present application and to include said references in the "References Cited" section of any 
patent to issue on the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600 for any 
fees pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p), and any other outstanding fees and costs associated with 
the instant communication. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KENYON & KENYON 



Date: 03- Nft -03 




Registration No. 40,031 

KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005-1257 
Tel: (202) 220-4200 
Fax: (202) 220-4201 
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"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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